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the goddess of freedom. India's chains snapped when Shaukat
AH, Motilal Nehru, Lalaji, Ghitta Ranjan Das and Abul Kalam
Azad went to jail. Let a settlement come when it will. Who
knows whether happiness will come through a settlement or whether
it lies in giving a stiff fight and going through painful suffering?
A settlement is of the nature of a certificate. A dull student may
require one. He who is confident in his possession of knowledge,
will he use a certificate to prove it? Where is the need for a
doctor's certificate to one who is healthy? The thousands who
attended the Congress felt the glow of freedom. If they did not,
then Pearson's letter has no meaning either.
But thousands felt the dawn of a new age just as Paul Richard
did. If we are sure of this, then we need not worry about a
settlement,
A "RISHI'S" BLESSING
The Poet's father was known as Maharshi or great sage. I
have seen that the Poet's elder brother, who is now over 70 years of
age, also deserves this title. Even today his strength is impressive.
In India's progress he sees that of the world and looks upon the
non-co-operation movement as a holy struggle. I welcome a
letter from him as in the nature of a blessing. I occasionally place
before readers letters from him which are likely to be of interest
to them- At the time of the Congress session he sent a wire
but, not satisfied with that, he has now sent a letter. I give its
substance below:1
SIKH HEROISM
Sikh courage reaches greater heights every day and along
with their courage grow their endurance and their spirit of non-
violence. The Government is now willing to return to the Gur-
dwara Prabandhak Committee the Keys of the Golden Temple of
Amritsar which they had earlier taken possession of. But the
Conunittee has refused to accept them until the Government
agrees to release every Sikh leader who has been arrested. The
Government, therefore, is in a dilemma. If it releases the Sikhs,
it will be ridiculed and the strength of the Sikhs will increase two-
fold. If it does not release them, their strength will increase ten-
fold. It must, therefore, decide whether it would be wiser for it,
to allow the Sikhs3 strength to increase ten times or to release
1 A Gujarati translation of the letter followed. For the original letter,
vide Tfoffig India, 12-1-1922.